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Dear Sarah 

I am delighted to support and endorse the joint Athena SWAN Silver submission from the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences (DMS) and the Mathematics Education Centre (MEC) at 
Loughborough University. 

Although it has only been four months since I took up post as the Dean of Science at 
Loughborough University, I have been aware of the University’s and School of Science’s strong 
commitment to the Athena SWAN Charter and its six principles for some time. In fact, within the 
personal specification of the job description of my post, it was considered essential to be able 
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'.9&:".$#0$;:,##%$':"-2-"-&.<= I responded directly to this in my application documents, citing a 
number of initiatives I put in place as Head of School at my former institution. My views on 
Equality and Diversity were also examined in the interview by the Athena SWAN representative.  

I am passionate about addressing under-representation and breaking traditional mind-sets to 
create opportunities for all. I am therefore extremely encouraged and impressed by the work 
undertaken by Professor Marta Mazzocco, Dr Camilla Gilmore (DMS and MEC Athena SWAN 
Champions, respectively) and the whole of the Self-Assessment Team. They have, for example, 
developed an excellent understanding of the gender issues faced in the DMS and MEC through 
collecting an extensive set of data from a range of sources over the past 18 months. They have 
also championed a number of initiatives with senior management in the School, including: 

�x Influencing Human Resources to mandate mixed gender selection panels across the 
University. 

�x Creating a mentoring scheme for all staff within the School of Science. 
�x Introducing a travel grant to cover childcare costs for staff attending conferences, 

training events, and other work-related commitments that are outside normal hours of 
work.  

�x Demonstrating a real cultural change and a dramatic improvement in awareness of 
Athena SWAN and gender equality issues 
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Loughborough 215 : 340 39% 220 : 315 41% 205 : 350 37% 220 : 335 40% 200 : 335 37%

National 9045 : 13555 40% 9730 : 14340 40% 10095 : 15030 40% 10615 : 15930 40% 10715 : 16385 40%
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Loughborough 5 : 10 33% 10 : 20 33% 5 : 15 25% 15 : 15 50% 15 : 15 50%

National 290 : 500 37% 365 : 615 37% 395 : 845 32% 495 : 865 36% 420 : 805 34%
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Loughborough 10 : 25 29% 15 : 25 38% 15 : 35 30% 15 : 40 27% 15 : 40 27%

National 435 : 1110 28% 455 : 1160 28% 460 : 1215 27% 490 : 1260 28% 490 : 1350 27%
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Year 

National 

F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Applications 496 : 778 39% 516 : 706 42% 261 : 474 36%

Offers 459 : 712 39% 481 : 643 43% 248 : 445 36%

Acceptances 73 : 126 37% 70 : 111 39% 57 : 87 40%
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Applications 

2011-12

F : M F : M F : M

Applications: offers 1.08 : 1.09 1.07 : 1.1 1.05 : 1.07
Applications : acceptances 6.79 : 6.17 7.37 : 6.36 4.58 : 5.45
Offers : acceptances 6.26 : 5.65 6.87 : 5.79 4.35 : 5.11
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Applications 81 : 143 36% 108 : 148 42% 89 : 125 42%

Offers 33 : 59 36% 49 : 47 51% 47 : 60 44%

Acceptances 9 : 13 41% 15 : 11 58% 11 : 14 44%
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2011-12

F : M F : M F : M

Applications: offers 2.5 : 2.4 2.2 : 3.1 1.9 : 2.1
Applications : acceptances 9 : 11 7.2 : 13.5 8.1 : 8.9
Offers : acceptances 3.7 : 4.5 3.3 : 4.3 4.3 : 4.3
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Applications 16 : 54 23% 22 : 35 39% 21 : 38 36%

Offers 4 : 25 14% 8 : 13 38% 8 : 12 40%

Acceptances 3 : 17 15% 2 : 11 15% 6 : 9 40%
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2011-12

F : M F : M F : M

Applications: offers 4 : 2.2 2.8 : 2.7 2.6 : 3.2
Applications : acceptances 5.3 : 3.2 11 : 3.2 3.5 : 4.2
Offers : acceptances 1.3 : 1.5 4 : 1.2 1.3 : 1.3
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Student numbers and percentage within gender
2010-11 2010-11 2011-12 2011-12 2012-13 2012-13

F % M % F % M % F % M %

1st Loughborough 10 17 15 17 10 17 25 25 30 43 40 36
National 795 30 1030 30 915 33 1210 33 1080 35 1455 34

2:1 Loughborough 35 58 35 39 25 42 35 35 25 36 30 27
National 1000 38 1225 35 1025 37 1275 34 1120 37 1495 35

2:2 Loughborough 10 17 25 28 20 33 25 25 10 14 30 27
National 625 24 865 25 640 23 880 24 670 22 990 23

3rd/Pass Loughborough 5 8 15 17 5 8 15 15 5 7 10 9
National 215 8 365 10 185 7 350 9 195 6 380 9
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Lecturer 1 : 13 7% 3 : 12 20% 3 : 12 20% 3 : 10 23%

Senior Lecturer 2 : 4 33% 2 : 4 33% 1 : 3 25% 1 : 3 25%

Reader 2 : 4 33% 2 : 5 29% 3 : 4 43% 3 : 5 38%

Professor 0 : 11 0% 0 : 10 0% 0 : 8 0% 0 : 8 0%

Total 5 : 32 14% 7 : 31 18% 7 : 27 21% 7 : 26 21%
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Lecturer 1 : 2 33% 1 : 3 25% 0 : 3 0% 1 : 4 20%

Senior Lecturer 1 : 0 100% 1 : 0 100% 2 : 1 67% 2 : 2 50%

Professor 1 : 1 50% 1 : 1 50% 1 : 1 50% 1 : 1 50%

Total 3 : 3 50% 3 : 4 43% 3 : 5 38% 4 : 7 36%
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Lecturer 2 : 15 12% 4 : 15 21% 3 : 15 17% 4 : 14 22%

Senior Lecturer 3 : 4 43% 3 : 4 43% 3 : 4 43% 3 : 5 38%

Reader 2 : 4 33% 2 : 5 29% 3 : 4 43% 3 : 5 38%

Professor 1 : 12 8% 1 : 11 8% 1 : 9 10% 1 : 9 10%

Total 8 : 35 19% 10 : 35 22% 10 : 32 24% 11 : 33 25%
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Grade 5 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Grade 6 2 : 4 33% 1 : 6 14% 1 : 5 17% 0 : 4 0%

Grade 7 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Grade 8 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0%

Total 2 : 4 33% 1 : 6 14% 1 : 5 17% 0 : 5 0%

numbers
Staff Staff

numbers numbers numbers
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Staff Staff
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Mathematical Sciences: Research Staff 
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Grade 5 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 1 : 0 100%

Grade 6 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Grade 7 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0% 1 : 1 50% 1 : 0 100%

Grade 8 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Total 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0% 1 : 1 50% 2 : 0 100%
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Grade 5 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 1 : 0 100%

Grade 6 2 : 4 33% 1 : 6 0% 1 : 5 0% 0 : 4 0%

Grade 7 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0% 1 : 1 50% 1 : 0 100%

Grade 8 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0%

Total 2 : 4 33% 1 : 7 13% 2 : 6 25% 2 : 5 29%
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Research (all) 0 0 N/A 0 2 0% 1 2 33% 0 : 3 0%

Lecturer 0 : 1 0% 0 : 1 0% 0 : 1 0% 1 : 1 50%

Senior Lecturer 0 : 1 0% 0 : 1 0% 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Reader 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0% 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Professor 0 : 1 0% 0 : 2 0% 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Total 0 : 3 0% 0 : 7 0% 1 : 3 25% 1 : 4 20%

numbers numbers numbers numbers
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Staff Staff Staff Staff
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)
Academic roles

Applications 7 : 20 26% 36 219 14% 0 0 N/A 17 : 99 15%

Appointments 2 : 2 50% 3 : 6 33% 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0%

Research roles
Applications 0 : 0 N/A 0 0 N/A 1 4 20% 3 9 25%

Appointments 0 : 0 N/A 0 0 N/A 0 1 0% 0 2 0%

*Note that this includes data for the Mathematics Education Centre

2010* 2011 2012 2013
Staff Staff Staff Staff

numbers numbers numbers numbers

F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)
Academic roles

Applications 0 0 N/A 0 0 N/A 7 : 8 47%

Appointments 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 1 : 1 50%

Research roles
Applications 0 0 N/A 0 0 N/A 15 : 4 79%

Appointments 0 0 N/A 0 0 N/A 1 : 1 50%

* Note that prior to 2011 data for the Mathematics Education Centre is combined 
with data for the Department of Mathematical Sciences.

Staff Staff Staff
numbers numbers numbers
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F : M F : M F : M F : M

Applied 0 : 4 1 : 1 0 : 2 1 : 3

Approved 0 : 2 1 : 0 0 : 1 1 : 3

Success rate (%) N/A : 50% 100% : 0% N/A : 50% 100% : 100%

numbers numbers numbers numbers

2010 2011 2012 2013
Staff Staff Staff Staff

F : M F : M F : M F : M

Promotion to Reader
Applied 0 : 1 0 : 0 1 : 0 0 : 1

Approved 0 : 1 0 : 0 1 : 0 0 : 1

Success rate (%) N/A : 100 N/A : N/A 100 : N/A N/A : 100

Accelerated increment
Applied 0 : 1 0 : 2 1 : 0 0 : 1

Approved 0 : 1 0 : 2 1 : 0 0 : 1

Success rate (%) N/A : 100 N/A : 100 100 : N/A N/A : 100

Lump sum
Applied 0 : 0 0 : 0 1 : 0 0 : 0

Approved 0 : 0 0 : 0 1 : 0 0 : 0

Success rate (%) N/A : N/A N/A : N/A 100 : N/A N/A : N/A

2009 - 2010 2010 - 2011 2011 - 2012 2012 - 2013
Staff numbers Staff numbers Staff numbers Staff numbers
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1561 : 1694 48% 1140 : 1369 45% 939 : 1303 42%
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

DMS Senior Management Team 0 : 7 0% 1 : 6 14% 1 : 6 14%

MEC Senior Management Team 3 : 1 75% 3 : 1 75% 4 : 1 80%

School of Science Senior Management Team 2 : 7 22% 2 : 7 22% 3 : 7 30%

numbers numbers numbers

2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014
Staff Staff Staff
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F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Fixed

Lecturer 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0% 0 : 1 0% 0 : 0 N/A

Senior Lecturer 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0% 0 : 1 0%

Reader 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Professor 0 : 3 0% 0 : 2 0% 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Total 0 : 3 0% 0 : 3 0% 0 : 2 0% 0 : 1 0%

Open-ended

Lecturer 2 : 15 12% 4 : 14 22% 3 : 14 18% 4 : 14 22%

Senior Lecturer 3 ; 4 43% 3 : 4 43% 3 : 3 50% 3 : 4 43%

Reader 2 ; 4 33% 2 : 5 29% 3 : 4 43% 3 : 5 38%

Professor 1 : 9 10% 1 : 9 10% 1 : 9 10% 1 : 9 10%

Total 8 : 32 20% 10 : 32 24% 10 : 30 25% 11 : 32 26%

numbers numbers numbers numbers

2010 2011 2012 2013
Staff Staff Staff Staff

F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%) F : M F(%)

Fixed

Research Grade 5 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 1 : 0 100%

Research Grade 6 2 : 4 33% 1 : 6 14% 1 : 4 20% 0 : 4 0%

Research Grade 7 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0% 1 : 1 50% 1 : 0 100%

Research Grade 8 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0%

Total 2 : 4 33% 1 : 7 13% 2 : 5 29% 2 : 5 29%

Open-ended

Research Grade 5 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Research Grade 6 0 ; 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0% 0 : 0 N/A

Research Grade 7 0 ; 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Research Grade 8 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A

Total 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 0 N/A 0 : 1 0% 0 : 0 N/A

2010 2011 2012 2013
Staff Staff Staff Staff

numbers numbers numbers numbers
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6a."I"am"interested"in"postgraduate"study"of"
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28" 38" 27" 37"

6b."I"have"been"made"aware"of"opportunities"
within"the"Department"to"undertake"postgraduate"
study"

36" 42" 38" 39"

6c."I"would"consider"undertaking"postgraduate"
study"of"mathematics"in"Loughborough"

26" 35" 21" 46"

6d."I"want"to"start"a"job"as"soon"as"possible"to"start"
earning"money"

43" 40" 50" 50"
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mathematics"

32" 15" 33" 15"

7b."I"cannot"afford"to"undertake"postgraduate"
study"

28" 23" 18" 17"

7c."I"find"it"difficult"to"identify"with"any"role"models"
amongst"the"staff"of"the"department"

6" 15" 9" 11"
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