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One issue which has concerned Council
for sometimeis the future of the Society
and whether we need to think in a
more radical way about the activities of
the Society. We have agreed to have a
special meeting in an attempt to focus
our thoughts on various aspects of the
problemsof the future. The meeting will
take place on the 18th - 19th April. Before
then, four working groups will have been
set up, each with a convenor from Coun-
cil but not all members being drawn
from Council. The four groups and their
convenors are (1) Publications - Profes-

sor E.C. Lance, (2) Buildings - Professor

A.O. Morris, (3) Membership and ac-
tivities - Dr D.J.H. Garling and (4) Ad-
ministration and staffing - Professor K.A.
Brown. Members with views, comments
and thoughts are invited to contact the
convenors as soon as possible. I realise
that this is short notice and the President
would welcome written comments di-
rectly to him in timefor the full meeting
of Council where these ideas will be
discussed.
The LMS is now in a position to

proceed with a new journal which will be
published electronically. The title will be
“LMSJournal of Computation and Math-

 

ematics”. Finding the appropriate techni-
cal support has taken longer than was
anticipated but production of the journal
will now begin and there is a WWW page
available withall the details. The prepara-
tion has been a joint effort between the
“Team on Electronics” and the Publica-
tions Committee. It was agreed at the
meeting that the “Team on Electronics”
should become a formal Council Com-
mittee.
The Council was happy to receive a

report from the Publications Committee
about the successful outcome of negotia-
tions with the Russian Academy of
Sciences and Turpion concerning the
translation of “Russian Mathematical
Surveys”. This means that we will be
involved for a further five years. This
means that the LMSis now involved with
the translation of four Russian journals,
the others being Izvestiya, Sbornik, and
jointly with the AMS, Transactions
Moscow Mathematical Society. We are
also planning to make the Proceedings
available via Internet. The electronic
version of the Proceedings will be avail-
able to anyone who subscribes to the
paper version. There are difficult tax
issues related to material only available

 

       
 



electronically.
There was a report from the Funding

Committee about some new proposals
from the Higher Education Funding
Council for England (HEFCE). This could
have a serious impact on the financial
situation of mathematics departments in
England. The Presidents of the Institute
of Mathematics and its Applications and
the Royal Statistical Society have written
to the Chairman of the HEFCEandit was
agreed that the LMSPresident should also
write. I realise that this is a parochial
matter to some of our membersbutit has
important implications. The President has
already had correspondence with at least
one Vice-Chancellor about the role of
mathematics in universities. The pressure
on University mathematics departments
to save money and cut jobsis certainly
not confined to England.

Alan Camina

RESEARCH INPROGRESS

This year, the British Society for the
History of Mathematics will be hold-
ing its Research in Progress meeting at
the Mathematical Institute, University of
Warwick from 11-14 April 1997. The four-
day residential conference is intended for
all those interested in research into the
history of mathematics - research stu-
dents and historians of mathematicsat all
stages of their careers - to discuss cur-
rent research and the practice of his-
tory of mathematics in general. As usual,
there will be a variety of contributions,
delivered primarily by research students
from the UKand abroad, on current work
in progress.

Onthefinal day of the meeting, wejoin
with membersof the Institute in celebrat-
ing the sixtieth birthday of the distin-
guished historian of Greek mathematics,

David Fowler. Speakers on this day will
include: Frank Smithies (Cambridge),
Wilbur R. Knorr (Stanford), S.J. Patterson

(Gottingen), Jeremy Gray (Open Univer-

sity), Eleanor Robson (Oxford) and David
Fowler himself.

Further details of this meeting are
available from: John Fauvel, Faculty of

 

The
MK7_ 6AA;

j.g-fauvel@open.ac.uk.

Open University,
e-mail:

Mathematics,
Milton Keynes

VISIT OF PROFESSOR
G. BOCHAROV

Professor Gennadi Bocharov of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences, Moscow has
been awarded a London Mathematical
Society fSU grant to visit the United
Kingdom. He will be based at the
Department of Mathematics, University
of Manchester from 19th March for
approximately 4 weeks. His interests are
numerical analysis of functional differen-
tial equations, models in biomathematics,
cell prolliferation and immunology. For
further information contact Professor
C.T.H. Baker, Department of Mathe-
matics, The University, Manchester M13
QPL, e-mail: head@ma.man.ac.uk; tel:
0161 275 5800, secretaries 0161 275 5813 or

-5817 (direct).

VISIT OF PROFESSORYU
SEMENOV

Professor Yu Semenov (Toronto) is
visiting Bristol, University of Wales,
Cardiff, Imperial College, London and
King’s College, London with the support
of a Scheme 2 LMS grant. He is to give
seminars in Bristol at 4 pm on 4 March on
“Perturbation theory of second order
elliptic and parabolic operators: the
method of Nash” and at Imperial College
ab moo Ons prnumonee/(e) Marches Onw sEs=
timates of fundamental solutions for
parabolic second order equations with
measurable coefficients’. For further
information contact: Vitali Liskevich,
Department of Mathematics, Univer-
sity of Bristol, Bristol BS8 1TW;
e-mail: v.liskevich@bristol.ac.uk; tel: 0117

9289147; fax: 0117 9287999

Dr Basil C. Rennie, who was elected
a member of the London Mathematical
Society on 20 February 1947, died on 15
November1996 at the age of 75.

 



 

 

LONDON MATHEMATICALSOCIETY
1997 HARDY LECTURE TOUR

The 1997 Hardy Lecturer, Peter May (Chicago)
will give the followinglectures:

Monday May 26, Oxford (Dr J. Roe)
Topological Hochschild and cyclic homology and algebraic K-theory

Wednesday May 28, Warwick (Professor J.D.S. Jones)
Operadsin algebra, topology, and physics

Thursday 29 May,Leicester (Dr J.R. Hunton)

Derived categories in algebra and topology

Monday 2 June, Sheffield (ProfessorJ.P.C. Greenlees)
Someequivariantalgebraic topology and nonequivariant applications

Tuesday 3 June, Leeds (Dr H.D. Macpherson)
Operadsin algebra, topology, and physics

Wednesday 4 June, Manchester (Professor N. Ray)

Brave new algebra in stable homotopy theory

Friday 6 June, Bangor (Professor R. Brown)
Derived categories in algebra and topology

Monday9 June, Trinity College, Dublin (Professor D.J. Simms)
Operadsin algebra, topology, and physics

Tuesday 10 June, Glasgow (Dr A.J. Baker)
Brave new algebra in stable homotopy theory

Thursday 12 June, Aberdeen (Professor J.R. Hubbuck)
Derived categories in algebra and topology

Monday16June, King’s College, London (Dr W.J. Harvey)
Operadsin algebra, topology, and physics

Wednesday18 June, Cambridge (Dr C.B. Thomas)
Topological Hochschild and cyclic homology and algebraic K-theory

Friday 20 June, Burlington House, London, Hardy Lecture

Stable algebraic topology andstable topological algebra

Thisis a preliminary notice. The namesin brackets are the local organisers
from whom further information can be obtained. A fuller notice will ap-
pear in the May Newsletter.   
 

       
 

 



 

oing into teaching.

‘OTHER’ COURSES FOR FINAL ° The LMS acsiat Committee is cur-

YEAR MATHEMATICS rently collecting together information on

STUDENTS courses of this kind and is planning to

A small but increasing number of UK circulate summaries to UK mathematics

mathematics departments include, in departments. If you have given such a

their final year undergraduate mathe- course and would be willing to contribute

matics programme, a course with

a

title to the exercise, please contact Tony Bar-

such as Ideas in Mathematics, Mathe- nard, Department of Mathematics, King’s

matical Thinking, Mathematics Educa- College, Strand, London, WC2R 2LS (e-

tion, Mathematics Teaching, Com- mail: tony.barnard@kcl.ac.uk).

municating Mathematics, Mathematics :

in Souied Although such courses are _ ‘VISIToe

dependent on a good knowledge of a a -

undergraduate mathematics, their aims Professor Vladimir Mazya (University of

include second order features such as Linképing, Sweden) will be visiting the

helping studentsto reflect on the nature UKfrom 11 to 21 March 1997. Hisvisit is

and application of mathematicalactivity, supported by the LMS grant, Scheme2.

considering the relation between the He will give talks at Imperial College,

formal structure of mathematics and the London on 13 March,at Oxford Univer-

way it grows in the mindof the learner, sity on 17 March and at Bath University

exploring difficulties in teaching and on 20 March. Recently Professor Mazya

learning mathematics, considering topics proposed new numerical algorithms for

in school mathematics together with solving well- and ill-posed problems of

teaching approaches from an advanced mathematical physics, in particular, a

standpoint. Among the variety of very flexible and efficient method of

purposes served by such courses is the “approximate approximations”. For fur-

encouragement of interest of good ther information contact Dr Alexander

mathematics graduates in the idea of Grigoryanon a.grigoryan@ic.ac.uk.

 

LONDON MATHEMATICALSOCIETY

TWO-DAY MEETING
Friday-Saturday 23-24 May 1997

niversity of Liverpool

APPLICATIONS OF SINGULARITY THEORY

V.V. Goryunov (University of Liverpool)

D.T. Lé (Université de Provence, Marseille)

D.M.Q. Mond (University of Warwick)

A. Parusinski (University of Angers)

B. Teissier (Ecole Normale Supérieure,Paris)

A.N.Varchenko (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill)
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LONDON MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY

 

SPITALFIELDS DAY

Friday 4 April 1997

Isaac NewtonInstitute for Mathematical Sciences,
20 Clarkson Road, Cambridge

REPRESENTATION THEORY
AND RELATED TOPICS

Programme

10:30 Coffee
ATS J.C. Jantzen (Aarhus)

Modularrepresentations ofLie algebras
Do Lunch
14:00 G. Malle (Heidelberg)

Onrings ofinvariantsoffinite linear groups
15:00 R.M. Guralnick (USC Los Angeles)

Polynomials, rational functions and coverings
ofcurves via permutation groups

16:00 Tea
16:30 G.D.James (Imperial College London)

Immanantproblems, no solutions imminent
17:30 Reception

 

Anyone whois interested is welcometo attend. Lunch will be provided at a
nominal cost; please let Tracey Hibbitt at the Institute know by
Wednesday 26 March if you intend to come, to help us plan
for lunch: telephone (01223) 335984; fax (01223) 330508; e-mail:
t.hibbitt@newton.cam.ac.uk. There are limited funds available to assist
research students and young mathematicians to attend; please apply by
Wednesday 19 March to Heather Dawson at the Institute (e-mail:
h.dawson@newton.cam.ac.uk). Research students are welcome and can
apply for funding from their departments (first-year students) or
EPSRC/PPARC to atend this meeting. Scientific enquiries may be
addressed to DrJ. Saxl at the Institute (e-mail: saxl@pmms.cam.ac.uk).   

 

      
 



SHEFFIELD HOMOTOPY
MINICONFERENCE1997

A three day meeting on homotopy theory

and related subjects will be held at the

University of Sheffield from 30th May-

1st June 1997. It is being partially

supported by the London Mathematical

Society and the National Science Founda-

tion. The following have already indi-

cated their interest in speaking (funding

uncertainties mean that there are also a

numberof late invitations to the US and

f£SU outstanding): V. Buhstaber (Moscow

State); J.F. Carlson (Athens, Georgia);

H.-W. Henn (Bonn); S. Jackowski (War-

saw); I. Madsen (Aarhus); J.P. May

(Chicago); R. Oliver (Paris XIII); Dice

Ravenel (Rochester); J. Rognes (Oslo);

N.P. Strickland (Cambridge); U. Tillman

(Oxford).
There will be a conference dinner on

Saturday evening, and an expedition to
the Peak District for a gentle walk and
pub supper on Friday evening. Par-
ticipants mayalsolike to know that Peter
Maywill be giving a Hardy Lecture to the
title ‘Some equivariant algebraic topol-

ogy and non-equivariant applications’ on
Mondayto the Sheffield department; this
is not part of the conference, but you are
welcome to come. There will be a
registration fee of £40. This is one of the
conditions of the LMS grant, and will be

used for conference expenses. We will be
able to subsidise speakers and British
research students, and perhaps also some
US participants, but others will have to
obtain funding from elsewhere.

If you are interested in attending please
let John Greenlees know by pre-
registering as soon aspossible, and in any
case by 31st March, not forgetting to
include (i) name and e-mail address (ii)
your accommodation needs(iii) title and
abstract if you wantto offer a contributed
poster/talk (iv) any special requests. Up
to date details may be obtained from
the SHM homepage: http://www.shef.
ac.uk/~ms/staff/greenlees/shm.html. Fur-
ther details may be available from: John
Greenlees, Mathematics and Statis-

 

Sheffield, Hickstics, University of

Building, Sheffield S3 7RH; e-mail:

j.greenlees@sheffield.ac.uk; tel: (0114)-

222 3786 direct; (0114)-222 3801 office;

fax: (0114)-222 3759.

MATHEITWORKSHOP

A MATHEIT instructional workshop

“Computational Number Theory and

Cryptography”will be held at the Univer-

sity of Kent at Canterbury from 14-16

July 1997, supported by the London

Mathematical Society and EPSRC. The

workshop will be concerned with the

application of computational number

theory to privacy technology.It will aim

to give participants a broad overview of

some common public-key crytographic

schemes and the number theory behind

their construction and breaking. Ap-

plications to authentication and signa-

ture schemes will be stressed. The

workshop is aimed at postgraduates and

postdoctoral workers in both Mathe-

matics and Computer Science. Support

for participants is available and ap-

plicants should contact Nigel Smart

as soon as possible to avoid disap-

pointment. Further details are available

from Nigel Smart (e-mail: N.P.Smart@

ukc.ac.uk) or from the World Wide Web

(http://www.ac.uk/ims /maths/mathfit).

- WORKSHOPONTHEUSEOF |

A workshopontheuse of the GAP system
for computation in algebra and discrete
mathematics will be held at St Andrews
University from 7-11 April. The main
speakers, each of whom will give a series
of lectures, are G. Cooperman,L. Soicher,
G. Pfeiffer. There will also be instructional
sessions in a computer laboratory. The
workshopis partially funded by the LMS
Computer Science Committee and some
fundingis available to defray the expenses
of UK postgraduates. Further details are
available by e-mail from  gap-
workshop@dcs.st-and.ac.uk and from the
world wide web at http://www-
groups.dcs.st-and.ac.uk/~werner/
Workshop97.html.



 

  

 

 

  journal of

computation and

mathematics
reyotGe new electronic journal

‘The LMSJournal of Computation and Mathematics’
e fast publication with main text in downloadable pdf format, with online

viewing

e welcomespapers in computational mathematics, papers in the mathematics
of computation, and mathematical papers containing graphics, programs,
databases and other material not suitable for paper publication

fully refereed to a standard equivalent to that of the existing LMS periodicals

archiving in a usable form guaranteed into the indefinite future

for further details including information on submission and notes for
authors, see the LMS website at http://www.qmw.ac.uk/~Ims/Ims.html

EDITORS:

Professor J H Davenport(editor-in-chief)
School of Mathematical Sciences, University of Bath (jhd@maths.bath.ac.uk)

Dr P M Neumann
The Queen’s College, Oxford (peter.neumann@queens.oxford.ac.uk)

Dr LC Paulson
Computer Laboratory, University of Cambridge

(Larry.Paulson@cl.cam.ac.uk)

BOARD OF EDITORIAL ADVISERS:

Dr MAJ Chaplain Department of Mathematics and ComputerScience,
University of Dundee

Dr J ECremona Department of Mathematics, University of Exeter

Dr DF Holt Mathematics Institute, University of Warwick

DrA Iserles Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical
Physics, University of Cambridge

Dr MR Jerrum Department of Computer Science, University of
Edinburgh

Professor W S Kendall DepartmentofStatistics, University of Warwick

Professor K Kunen Department of Mathematics, University of Wisconsin

Dr C-H L Ong Computing Laboratory, Oxford University

Professor U Martin Computer Science Department, University of St
Andrews

Dr G Morgan Numerical Algorithms Group, Oxford

Dr LH Soicher School of Mathematical Sciences, Queen Mary and
Westfield College, London

ProfessorI A Stewart Department of Mathematics and ComputerScience,
University of Leicester

 

      

 

        
 



TEACHING OF MATHEMATICS
FOR ENGINEERING

A colloquium organised by Professional

Group S5 (Education and Training) and

co-sponsored by the Association of

Teachers of Mathematics (ATM), the

Institute of Mathematics and its

Applications (IMA) and the London

Mathematical Society (LMS)is to be held

at the Institution of Electrical Engineers,
Savoy Place, London on Wednesday 5
March 1997.
The provisional programmeis: Profes-

sor L. Burton (University of Birmingham)

“Mathematics in undergraduate engineer-
ing courses - teaching, learning, assessing-
a symbiosis”; Dr J. Appleby (University
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne) “What mathe-
matics do our students know? What
should we teach them?”; Mr T. Scott
(Napier University) “Interdepartmental

and cross university collaboration in the
delivery of mathematics in engineering
programmes”; Dr B. Cox (Aston Univer-
sity) “The challenges faced by students
and staff in the transition to first year
mathematics at university”; Mrs C. Boyle
(East Calder Primary School) “Primary
school mathematics teaching’; Mrs A.
Gammon(Sarah Bonnell School) “Secon-

dary mathematics: current situation”;
Dr L. Mustoe (Loughborough Univer-
sity) “Mathematics for engineers in the
computer age”; Professor E. Robertson
(University of St Andrews) “Technology
in mathematics teaching”; Dr D. Lawson

(Coventry University) “Computer algebra
in engineering mathematics’; Dr N.
Steele (Coventry University) “Engineer-
ing mathematicsis alive’; Dr D. Clements
(University of Bristol) “Computer algebra
for engineers - the potentials and the
problems”; Dr T. Croft (Loughborough
University) “A Mathematics learning
support centre for students of engineering
mathematics”.

Conference fee: Members of the IEE,
ATM,IMA and LMS- £47.50; IEE, ATM,
IMA and LMSRetired, Unemployed and
Student Members - No charge; Non-
membersof the IEE, ATM, IMA and LMS

- £79.50; Retired, Unemployed and

Student Non- members of the IEE, ATM,

IMA and LMS - £24.00. For fur-

ther information contact either Dr

N.K. Gupta, Department of Electrical,

Electronic & Computer Engineering,

Napier University, Edinburgh; tel: 0131
455 4282: fax: 0131 455 4231; e-mail:
n.gupta@napier.ac.uk or Miss Geeta
Prabhu at: SET Division, Institution of

Electrical Engineers, London;tel: 0171 344
5439; e-mail: gprabhu@iee.org.uk

 

|ANALYSISANDLOGIC

A meeting is being held from 25-
29 August 1997 at the University of
Mons-Hainaut (Belgium) on the subjects
Geometry of Banach Spaces, Non-Stan-
dard Analysis, Ramsey Theory, Descrip-
tive Set Theory and their Interactions.It
is being organised by the team of Analysis
and of Mathematical Logic of the Univer-
sity of Mons-Hainaut and the team of
Analysis of the University ofParis 6.
The programme will include three

mini-courses and ten plenary lectures.
The mini-courses are: C.W. Henson
(Urbana) “Nonstandard Analysis and
Ultraproducts in Banach Spaces and
Functional Analysis”; A. Kechris (Caltech)
“On the Interactions between Descriptive
Set Theory and Analysis”; T. Odell
(Austin) “State of the Art in Banach
Spaces”. Registration fee: Bef 5.000
($160). Accomodation: arranged in the
university residence (single and double
rooms with bathroom) for around Bef
6.000 ($190) including breakfast and
lunch. Contact the organizers about
contributed papers. Further information
is available from: Catherine Finet and
Christian Michaux, UMH, Institut de
Mathematique et d’Informatique, 15
Avenue Maistriau, B-7000 Mons,
Belgium; e- mail: analog@sunl.umh.ac.be;

website: http://sunl.umh.ac.be/~boffa/
logicumh.htm; tel. 32-65-373507, fax:
32-65- 373318/3054.
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Volume 34

M. Duflo

RandomIterative Models
1997. XVI, 385 pages. 1 figure.
Hardcover DM 128,-

ISBN 3-540-57100-0

The recent development of computation
and automationhasled to quick
advancesin the theory andpractice of
recursive methods for stabilization, iden-
tification and control of complex sto-
chastic models (guiding a rocket or a
plane, organizing multi-access broadcast
channels,self-learning of neural net-
works ...). This book provides a wide-
angle view of those methods: stochastic
approximation,linear and non-linear
models, controlled Markov chains, esti-
mation and adaptive control, learning...

The perfect way
jaina inta

Finance and
Stochastics
Editor:
D. Sondermann, Bonn
Co-Editors:
A.N.Shiryaev, Moscow;

S. E. Shreve,
Pittsburgh/PA

ISSN 0949-2984 Title No. 780

Subscription information 1997:

Volume1 (4 issues): DM 248,-*
* plus carriage charges

 

Prices subject to change without notice,
In EUcountries the local VATis effective.

Stochastic Modelling
Probability
Volume 33
P. Embrechts,C. Kliippelberg, T. Mikosch

Modelling Extremal Events
1997. Approx. 600 pages.100 figures.
Hardcover DM 118,—
ISBN 3-540-60931-8

DueApril 1997

This booksets out to bridge the gap
betweentheexisting theory and practical
applications both from a probabilistic and
from statistical point of view. Whatever
new theoryis presented is always moti-
vated byrelevantreal-life examples. The
numerousillustrations and examples, and
the extensive bibliography makethis
book anideal reference text for students,

teachers and usersin the industry of
extremal event methodology.

Volume 36
M.Musiela, M. Rutkowski

Martingale Methodsin
Financial Modeling
Theory and Applications
1997. Approx. 500 pages. Hardcover
ISBN 3-540-61477-X Due May 1997

This book provides a comprehensive and
self-contained treatmentof the theory
and practice of option pricing. The role of
martingale methodsin financial model-
ing is exposed. The emphasisis on using
arbitrage-free models already accepted by
the market as well as on building the new
ones but in a way that makes them con-
sistent with the finance industry deriva-
tives pricing practice.

 

Please order by

Fax: +49 - 30 - 827 87 - 301

e-mail: orders@springer.de

or through your bookseller

BEER

   

 

 
 

Springer-Verlag, P. O. Box 31 13 40, D-10643 Berlin, Germany Jak.4012/MNT/SF

  

      
 

 



RESEARCH STUDENTFUNDING ANDTHEMMATH DEGREE -

In the December issue of the Newsletter

there was a report of a council meeting

where the relationship betweenfirst class

degrees andresearch student funding was

discussed. However this failed to men-

tion a topic which will have an inter-

esting effect on the process over the

next few years, videlicet the MMath de-

gree. Whatare we looking for anyway in

selecting students for funding? Clearly

“background knowledge” is something,

but probably only a small component.

“Mathematical maturity” is an ill-defined

but important feature, while most im-

portant is “aptitude for research” and

a broad-based enthusiasm for creative

mathematics. None of these are well as-

sessed by the standard honours degree;

indeed this is not the aim of the degree

qualification.

One idea which has appeal is having

some form of master’s degree as a pre-

qualification to doctoral study. This is

advantageousto both students and super-

visors.It gives the student a broader range

of mathematical experience, allows them

to choose

a

preferred speciality, and ex-

perience research in a small way. For the

potential supervisor it offers a broader
rangeofindicatorsof research aptitude.

Due largely to recent funding policy

such an arrangement is rarely found at
present. However asthe first cohort of
MMathstudents work their way through
the system we should soon expect most
postgraduate students to be entering
doctoral study with this additional year
of higher-level study behind them. This
provides a timely opportunity for the
introduction of a more comprehensive
system of selecting students for research
funding.
One potential model for an MMath-

based entry selection procedure is the
MSccourse which has been a prequalifica-
tion at the University of Warwick for
several years. This consists of twosets of
taught courses and a dissertation. Per-
tinently the course offers a number of
entry points to the PhD qualification, for

example, by excellent examination perfor-

mance, by an outstanding dissertation, by

a viva voce examination, or by a rounded

performance throughout.

This offers a potential pattern for an

MMath-basedpostgraduate entry system.

The initial sifting of students for the

MMath year would ensure that students

havea basic ability, but this final year of

study could potentially offer admissions

tutors a broader range of criteria on which

to assess aptitude. Clearly this requires

the various MMath departments to have

an agreed form in which to give out the

requisite information to other depart-

ments, and a general agreement asthe to

standard and contentof the degree.It is in

this that the LMScould playa role.
Clearly there will be some problems.

Perhaps the most pressing is the need to

provide for those students from non-

MMath departments who had proven

themself capable of advanced study. An

arrangement would need to be made for

such a student to transfer to an MMath

university for their final year, carrying

their LEA funding with them, something

which is at present difficult. This issue

will be forced upon the mathematics

community soon. It is an opportune mo-

ment for the LMS and other bodies to

play a role in creating a aptitude-based

system for funding postgraduate research.
Colin Johnson

Napier University

SYMPOSIUMINHONOUROF
PROFESSORW.T.TUTTE’S

80THBIRTHDAY

An international conference on Graph

Theory is to be held at the University of
Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
from 16 - 17 May 1997. The symposium
will be hosted by the Department of
Combinatorics and Optimization. There

will be a total of five invited talks by the
following mathematicians, each of whom
has had a significant association with
Professor Tutte: Laszlo Lovasz (Yale

BmSER STgrr



 

University, USA); Crispin St.J.A. Nash-
Williams (University of Reading, Eng-
land); Neil Robertson (Ohio State Univer-

sity, USA); Paul Seymour (Princeton
University, USA); Carsten Thomassen
(Technical University, Denmark). In addi-
tion, the last talk at the conference will be

given by Professor Tutte.
The registration fee, of $35 CDN (or

$25 US), includes the conference banquet

at the Festival Room at the University,
on the evening of 17 May. For fur-
ther details and a registration form,
e-mail: tutte@math.uwaterloo.ca or visit

the web site: http://math.uwaterloo.ca
/CandO_Dept/tutte/announce.html; tel:
(519) 888-4567 ext. 3482; fax: (519)
725-5441.

  
CONFERENCEONBANACH©
ALGEBRAS_

An iterational conference on Banach
Algebras will be held from 20 July to 3
August 1997 at the Heinrich Fabri-
Institute of the University of Tiibingen at
Blaubeuren, located near Ulm, Germany.
It will focus on the general theory of
Banach algebras as well as its inter-
play with other related areas. Many
of the leading experts are expected
to attend the meeting, which will be
partially supported by the Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft.
As well as lectures, the conference will

include eight workshops dedicated to
more specialised areas. The chairmen
of these workshops are: W.G. Bade
(Berkeley) Algebraic Structure of Banach
Algebras; B. Chevreau (Bordeaux) Dual
Banach Algebras and Invariant Subspaces;
H.G. Dales (Leeds) Automatic Con-
tinuity; J. Eschmeier (Saarbrticken) Lo-
cal Spectral Theory; J. Esterle (Bor-
deaux) Banach Algebras and Analytic
Functions; N. Gronbaek (Copenhagen)
Amenability; A. Ya. Helemskii (Moscow)
Banach Homology; G. Willis (Newcastle,

Australia) Banach Algebras in Harmonic
Analysis.

For further details contact the con-
ference organisers E. Albrecht and M.
Mathieu at ba97@math.uni-sb.de or H.G.

Dales at pmt6hgd@leeds.ac.uk.

POSTDOCTORALFELLOWSHIP
PROGRAMME

The Royal Society, in conjunction with
NATO,invites applications for one year
fellowships tenable in a laboratory
in the UK from postdoctoral scien-
tists of the following NATO Co-
operation Partner countries: Albania,
Armenia, Azerbaljan, Belarus, Bulgaria,

Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hun-

gary, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia,
Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, Romania,

Russia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Tajikis-
tan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan

and the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia.

Candidates must be nationals of one of
the above countries and must have
already reached postdoctoral (or equiv-
alent) status. Candidates in the final
stages of their PhDsareeligible to apply,
however awards cannot be taken up
until confirmation of the PhD has been
submitted to the Royal Society. Can-
didates must not have reached their 40th
birthday at the time the award starts.
Exceptions are made for applicants who
may be over 40, but who have obtained
their PhDs within the last 3 years
only. Fellowships are for research in
the natural sciences, including mathe-
matics, engineering, non-clinical medi-
cal research and the scientific research
aspects of psychology, archaeology, geog-
raphy, agriculture and the history of
science. The programme is generously
supported by NATO.Fellowship holders
receive an award whichcoversliving costs
in the UK, together with a contribution
towards the international air-fare, re-
search expenses andsubsidiary visits. The
award may bereducedif funding is being
received from anothersource.

Applications are invited to two annual
closing dates: 15 April and 15 Septem-
ber. Forms are completed jointly by
host and applicant and are available
from: SGK/BLL/NATO, The Royal
Society, 6 Carlton House Terrace,
London SW1Y 5AG; e-mail: ezmb016@
mailbox.ulcc.ac.uk; tel: 0171-839 5561; fax:
0171-925 2620.

 

    
 

 

 



MATHEMATICS: PICKING UP
THE PIECES

A one-dayconferenceis to be held at Ihe

Open Learning Foundation, 3 Devonshire

Street, London W1 on Wednesday 12th

March 1997. Several reports published

recently have highlighted the problem of

undergraduate deficiencies in mathemati-

cal skills on entry to university. Against

this background, UK higher education has

had to ‘pick up the pieces’, often rely-

ing upon ‘diagnosis’ and ‘prescription’.

This conference looks at both of these

aspects: the morning session compares

and contrasts various methods of diag-

nostic testing; the afternoon session in-

vestigates follow-up support using dif-

ferent modes of teaching and learning.

During the day there will be an exhibition

of software and other material including

Question Mark Designer, Maths Assessor

and software demonstrated by the CII

Mathematics Centre, Birmingham.

The OLF Survey ofMathematics Diag-

nostic Testing Peter Edwards (Bour-

nemouth University); Diagnostic Testing

using Diagnosys Joy Sabour (University

of Central Lancashire); Diagnostic Test-

ing using Question Mark Designer Mar-

tin Greenhow (Brunel University); Stu-

dent Self-Assessed Diagnostic Testing

Neil Challis and Sue Elliot (Sheffield

Hallam University); Diagnostic Testing -

the Aftermath Duncan Lawson (Coventry

University); Calculus Connections - “A

Multimedia Experience’? Douglas Quin-

ney (Keele University) and Robert Hard-

ing (University of Cambridge); Self-

managed Learning in Mathematics using
Text and Video Mike Grannell (University

of Central Lancashire).
For further information and to book a

place at this conference contact: Natalie
Lucking on 0171 636 4186, or write to
Natalie at The Open Learning
Foundation, 3 Devonshire Street, London
WIN 2BA. Conference charge: £29 (inc.
VAT) to delegates from OLF member
universities; £49 (inc. VAT) for
non-members. Further details on the
conference can be found on:

http://pdmweb.bournemouth.ac.uk.staff

/confdetail.btml.

16th BRITISH COMBINATORIAL
-CONFERENCE
Rede
The 16th British Combinatorial Con-

ference will be held at Queen Mary and

Westfield College, University of London

from 7 to 11 July 1997. Nine invited

lectures have been arranged: John

Conway(Princeton) ‘My;’; Keith Edwards

(Dundee) ‘The harmonious chromatic

number and the achromatic num-

ber’; Clement Lam (Concordia) ‘Com-

puter construction of block designs’;

Cheryl Praeger (Western Australia) ‘Finite

quasiprimitive graphs’; Bruce Reed(Paris)

‘A new connectivity measure and

some applications’; Alexander Schrijver

(Amsterdam) ‘Minor-monotone graph

invariants’; Tamas Szonyi (Budapest)

‘Some applications of algebraic curves in

finite geometry and combinatorics’; Tom

Trotter (Arizona State) ‘Finite partially

ordered sets’; Dominic Welsh (Oxford)
‘Approximate counting’.
The Conference is organised by the

British Combinatorial Committee with

financial support from the London Math-

ematical Society and the Institute of

Combinatorics and its Applications. Fur-

ther information and a registration form

can be obtained from the local organisers:

R.A. Bailey, PJ. Cameron, L.H. Soicher

and S. Wilkinson, School of Mathematical

Sciences, Queen Mary and Westfield

College, Mile End Road, London El

4NS;e-mail: bcc@qmw.ac.uk; fax: 44-181-

981-9587; web: http://www.maths.qmw.
ac.uk/~pjc/bccl6.html. There is a reduc-

tion in the registration fee of forms
received before the end of April.

  
To commemorate the centenary of Max
Newman’sbirth, an exhibition on hislife

and work is on display in the Library of

St. John’s College Cambridge until 18

April. The Library is open daily from 9 am

to 5 pm.
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CHAIR IN STATISTICS
Department of Mathematics and Statistics

The University of Canterbury invites applications for the above continuing

position. The candidate should possess a strong continued record of

internationally recognised research in a range of applied theoretical statistical

areas. The ability to develop and operate within research teams, to interface

with industry and business, and to attract research funding is essential.

Applicants should have a strong background in both undergraduate teaching

and postgraduate supervision. Demonstrated experience in the developmentof

undergraduate programmes and evidence of leadership and innovation in

statistics teaching is essential. Liaison with secondary education would be an

advantage.It is expected that the appointee will have senior administrative

experience and will be willing to assume the position of Head of Department

at a later date. The minimum qualification on appointment is the PhD degree

or equivalent.

The salary for Professors is within the range NZ$85,000 to NZ$105,000 per

annum, whichis in the top 2%of salaries for New Zealand.

Applications close on 30 April 1997.

Academic enquiries only may be madeto Dr P F Renaud, Fax [64 3] 364 2587,

or Email: <p.renaud@math.canterbury.ac.nz>. The University’s WWW

addressis: <http://www.regy.canterbury.ac.nz/home.htmI>.

Conditions of Appointment and Information for Candidates may be obtained

from Appointments (45594), Association of Commonwealth Universities,

36 Gordon Square, London WC1H OPF, UK (tel. 0171 387 8572 ext. 206; fax

0171 813 3055; email: appts@acu.ac.uk). Applications, quoting Position

No. MT35, must be airmailed to:

The Registrar, Attention: Staffing Section,

University of Canterbury, Private Bag 4800,

Christchurch, New Zealand.

 

The University has a policy of equality of opportunity in employment.     
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BOOKREVIEWS

The World According to Wavelets by

B.B. Hubbard, A.K. Peters 1996

When Yves Meyer was professor at

the ‘Ecole Polytechnique the department

of mathematics “.... shared the same

photocopy machine with the department

of theoretical physics. The departmental

chairman liked to read everything, know

everything, he was constantly making

photocopies. Instead of being exasperated

when I had to wait, I would chat with

him while he made his copies. One day in
the spring of 1985 he showed meanarticle

by a physicist colleague of his, Alex

Grossmann in Marseilles, and asked

whether it interested me. It involved
signal processing, using a mathematical
technique I was familiar with. I took a
train to Marseilles and started work-
ing with Grossmann.” Thus began the
wavelet revolution described in this
splendid little book.

Like another French revolution, the
wavelet revolution had roots deep in the
past and consequences which will take
many years to work themselves out
completely. The rigid framework of the
Fourier transform had long been felt as
too confining by people like the physicist
Gabor, and the Artificial Intelligence

theorist Marr (the labels physicist and AI
theorist are inadequate for these larger
than life figures but will have to do)
and rather ad hoc techniques had been
proposed in several fields. Meyer and
the mathematicians who followed him
produced a common language to describe
these techniques and powerful tools to
improve them.In return mathematicians,
and, in particular, classical analysts,
obtained a new field of research and, in
the long term, perhaps even more impor-
tantly, a new perspective ontheold field
of Fourier analysis.
When asked by colleagues in other

disciplines like engineering, computing or
hydrodynamics what the fuss was about,
I have rarely been able to communicate
much beyond the fact that wavelets are
genuinely new,exciting and useful. (Most

of the ‘new mathematics’ which reaches
the attention of the general public can
manage at most oneoutof three.) Now I
can confidently recommend Barbara Hub-
bard’s book as mathematically reliable,
historically accurate and free of hype.
(Most of the books bringing ‘new mathe-
matics’ to the general public fail all three
tests, often catastrophically.)

It will be noticed that I speak of an
audience of numerate professionals. It is
true that there is a wider audience inter-
ested in general science, but the well
known aversion of this wider audience
to formulae is, in my opinion, often
symptomaticof aversion to mathematical
modes of reasoning in general. By end-
lessly discussing the problem of com-
municating mathematics to the general
public we mathematicians successfully
obscure from ourselves that we cannot
even communicate with physicists and
engineers.

If this book is so good, why can we not
produceotherslike it? Partly it is because
we cannot spare the time; this book is a
labour of love. Mainly, however, it is
because as experts we havelost sight of
how hard our subject actually is. We
cannotbear to simplify, to stoop to anal-
ogy or even to stop with part ofourtale
untold. Barbara Hubbard is an outsider
whobegins her book with the following
outline of her aims. “When at the age of
four or five I asked my mother just how
babies are made, her answer was so ob-
viously absurd that I just didn’t believe
her, although I knew sheneverlied to me.
I had at times the same feeling when
writing this book: statements that the
experts seemedto find natural, even com-
monplace, seemed barely credible. What
I have tried to do in this book is to
make them simultaneously surprising and
believable.”

Should we thenleave the description of
our subject to outsiders? Shostakovich
relates how “Glazunov used to say that
amateurs would make the best musicians,
adding after some thought, ‘If they only

Sarma



knew how to play’.” Much mathematical
journalism leaves one with the same
feeling. What is different here? The
difference is that various versions have
been read by Yves Meyer and Ingrid
Daubechies (another great name in the
field) and Barbara Hubbard’s husband,
himself a well-known mathematician.
Such collaboration between insiders and
outsiders must remain rare (off hand, I
can only think of Constance Reid’s
mathematical biographies) and even then
require special gifts on both sides to be
successful. Let us celebrate this instance.
The average reader of this review is a

pure mathematician and will have noticed
that I recommend this book to numerate
non-mathematicians. What about the
reader of this review. Will he or she enjoy
it? I think that even professionals can
enjoy it but only if they read it in a
non-professional manner. We are accus-
tomed to reading mathematicslike a tax
lawyer reading a finance act for loopholes
but this is a book for the general reader
interested in the spirit rather than the
letter of the law. It is not easy to set aside
the habits of a lifetime. (I found it
impossible when reading the ‘mathemati-
cal appendices’ and cannot really judge
who would find them useful.) However,
in the case of this book the reader will
find it very rewarding.
WhenStephenson was asked by a par-

liamentary committee to comment on the
route chosen by his great rival Brunel for
the Bristol-London railway, he replied ‘I
can imagine a better route but I could not
find one’. I can imagine a better route to
conduct the general reader to the ideas of
wavelet theory but I could not find one.

T.W.Korner

A Mathematical Kaleidoscope by B.
Conolly and S. Vajda, Albion Publishing
Limited 1995.

Brian Conolly and Steven Vajda are
well-known applied mathematicians from
British universities who worked together
on a series of lectures in San Sebastian,

Spain. Both are keen statisticians so most
of the book is on applications of probabil-

ity theory and stochastic processes to
selected problems that they have encoun-
tered in their professional lives. The writ-
ing of the bookis often casual but precise,
sometimes even amusing, reflecting the
unusual backgroundofthe topic. Reading
it, one gets the feeling that the authors
finally found time to share with usinter-
esting and varied momentsoftheirlives.
The bookis aimed at a wide audience of

mathematical readers and the contents
are either original in their essence or
presentation. The material is arranged so
that lengthy deductionsare left as notes
so that the reader can concentrate on the
“action” of the topic. Since the authors are
skilful in manipulating mathematical ex-
pressions, the reader cannot escape from
vigorous mentalexercise!
The contents should be highlighted.

Chapter 1, Fantasies, comprises: mislead-
ing messages due to errors in their bi-
nary code of transmission; some intrigu-
ing properties of the Fibionacci sequence;
the difficulties of reading the face of
an analogue clock in difficult light; so-
cial encounters that lead to coupling and
marriages; the applications of the hy-
pergeometric function to opinion polls
and the National Lottery. Chapter 2,
Finance, analyses, amongst other models,
the financial behaviour of a cooperative of
savers and borrowers (the type often
advocated for poor third world countries)
that can only lend money previously
invested by its saving members. It is a
straight study of probability distributions
regarding the financial expectation ofits
members. Chapter 3, Games, examines
statistical and computational methods to
predict football pool results based on past
performances of the playing teams using
Poisson and Poisson-like processes. The
writing is in the form of a dialogue
between dining-table guests. Chapter 4,
Mathematical Programming, treats, along
with other topics of historical interest,
the work of J. Farkas in 1894 on the
foundations of duality theory and the
merits of the simplex method versus
other approaches to the linear program-
ming problem. Chapter 5, Search, Pursuit

 

       
 



and Rational Outguessing, is about random

walks technology applied not to military
problems but to search processes such as
hide-and-seek (with spacial restrictions),

treasure hunt, piecewiselinear pursuit and
circular pursuit games. It finishes with
a historical military application of the
Inverse Lancaster Theory treated prob-
ablistically. Chapter 6, Organization and
Management, coversfirst in probabilistic
terms, the planning of committee meet-
ing schedules with or without time over-
run and/or the lunch-time effect. Two
aspects of queueing theory related to the
interaction between service and demand
in the service industries are also included.
The chap ter ends with an introduction to
stock control methods. Chapter 7, Mathe-
matical Teasers, is a small chapter on
mathematical curiosities. Chapter 8, Tri-
angular Geometry, starts on the geometri-
cal properties of the Torricelli point tri-
angles and nests of Torricelli triangles. A
long discussion on pedalcircles and pedal
curvesfollows.
On the negative side, the drawing of

some of the pictures is by hand with-
out further editorial refinement which
reminds me more of pictures on a black-
board than on a printed page. Also the
mathematical notation is not uniform all
through the book.

F. Oliveira-Pinto

MODULARREPRESENTATION
THEORY IN THE
NON-DEFINING

CHARACTERISTIC WORKSHOP

The main themeof this workshop, being
held from 7-12 April 1997, is to survey the
wide variety of methods currently being
developed to study the representation
theory of groups of Lie type and re-
lated structures in non- defining charac-
teristic. The lecturers and provisional
titles are: M. Broué (Paris) On some
conjectures about modular representations
of finite reductive groups in transversal
characteristics; NM Cabanes (Paris) On
blocks and twisted induction for finite

reductive groups; J.F. Carlson (Georgia)
Varieties, inductions and virtual relative

projectivity; R. Dipper (Stuttgart) The
(Q,q)-Schur algebra; S. Donkin (QMW,

London) Representations of Hecke algebras
and q-Schur algebras; M. Geck (CNRS)
Basic sets of Brauer characters and the
shape of the decomposition matrix; G.
Hiss (Aachen) Decomposition numbers and

generalised q-Schur algebras; R. Gural-
nick (S. California) Low-dimensional cross-
characteristic representations of Chevalley
groups; G. Malle (Heidelberg) d-Harish-
Chandra series for ordinary characters and
Harish-Chandra series for modular charac-
ters; J. Michel (Paris) Endomorphisms of

Deligne-Lusztig varieties and cyclotomic
Hecke algebras; J. Rickard (Bristol) Alvis-

Curtis duality in non-defining characteris-
tic, R. Rouquier (Paris) Deligne-Lusztig

varieties and modular representations; L.L.

Scott (Virginia) Stratified and quasi-
hereditary endomorphism algebras; J.G.
Thompson (Cambridge/Florida) Symplec-
tic groups as Galois groups; A. Zalesskii
(East Anglia) Minimal polynomials of
elementsofprime order.
The workshop will take place at the

Newton Institute and accommodation
for participants will be provided at
Wolfson Court, adjacent to the In-
stitute. The conference package costs
£280, which includes accommodation,
breakfast and evening meals from
Sunday 6 until Saturday 12 April,
plus lunch and refreshments during
the days that lectures take place.
There will be some funding available
from the LMS to support UK par-
ticipants. Further information and ap-
plication forms: are available from
the WWW at http://www.newton.
cam.ac.uk/programs/ragapr.html where
general information about the Newton
Institute may also be found. Completed
application forms should be sent to
Heather Dawson, Isaac Newton In-

stitute for Mathematical Sciences, 20

Clarkson Road, Cambridge CB3 OEH
(h.dawson@newton.cam.ac.uk).
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VISUAL COMPLEX ANALYSIS
by Tristan Needham

BOcu

This radicalfirst course on complex analysis brings a
beautiful and powerfulsubjecttolife by consistently
using geometry (not calculation) as the meansof
explanation. Although aimed at undergraduates,

professional mathematicianswill also enjoy the fresh
insights afforded by this unusual approachoffering
new geometric agumentsthat yield a more intuitive
and elementary approachthan the conventional one.

"Visual Complex Analysisis a delight, and a book
after my own heart."
Roger Penrose
616 pp, February 1997

0-19-853447-7 £32.95 Hardback

GRAPH CONNECTIONS:Relationships

between Graph Theory and Other Areas of

Mathematics

Edited by Lowe'!! B. Beineke and

Robin J. Wilson

The applicability of graph theory to other areas of
mathematics, from numbertheory,to linear algebra,

knots, neural networks,and finance is examined in

this book.

302 pp, January 1997

0-19-851497-2 £35.00 Hardback

 

MATHEMATICS MASTERCLASSES:
Stretching the Imagination
Edited by Michael Sewell

Mathematics
Masterclasses

From the dynamicsof dinosaurs and how to weigh
them,to thelimits of storage in a computer, to games
of chance, thediversities of weather, chaos, water
waves, and seventeengons, a_ varied

array of subjects in both pure and applied
mathematics are examinedin this book. A valuable
resourcefor teachers and parents whowishto en-

hance young people's appreciation of mathematics
outside conventional syllabuses, anyone wanting to
extend their enjoyment and understanding of
mathematics will find this book accessible and
challenging.

272 pp, February 1997

0-19-851494-8 £35.00 Hardback

0-19-851493-X £14.95 Paperback

ON BEING A DEPARTMENT HEAD

A Personal View
by John B. Conway

This unique bookspresentsa witty, well-written

personal view about the experience of beinga
mathematics department head. Thosein academia
will profit from the author's inside view, and other
departmentheadswill benefit from the experience
of this keenly observantcolleague.
112 pp, American Mathematical Society, January 1997
0-82180615-7 £18.00 Paperback SSHEMAy,

  
  HOW TO ORDER:Bycredit card please ring +44 (0)1536 454534
remembering to quote reference LMS0397. If you would like further
information please contact Carol Siddo by email on “siddoc@oup.co.uk"

 

  
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

 
Li

 
       
 



 

LONDON MATHEMATICALSOCIETY _
PUBLICATIONS PERSONNEL,1997

Publications Secretary

Deputy Publications Secretary

Publications Committee

Proceedings Editors

Journal Editors

Bulletin Editors

Nonlinearity Editors

MonographsEditors

Monographs Advisers

Lecture Notes Editor

Lecture Notes Advisers

Student Texts Editor

Student Texts Advisers

History of Mathematics

Series Editor
History of Mathematics

Series Advisers

Newsletter Editors

Book Reviews Editor

Obituaries Editor

Russian Mathematical

Surveys Editors

Sbornik: Mathematics Editor

Izvestiya: Mathematics Editor

Transactions of the Moscow
Mathematical Society Editor

UKperiodicals’ backlog

LMSPublishing Ltd
Board of Diectors

Administrator

E.C. Lance (1996-).

D.A. Brannan (1996-99).

E.C. Lance (Convenor); D.A. Brannan;
R.J. Archbold, J.R. Hubbuck; P.J. Bushell,

R.A. Fenn; S. Brenner,C.T.C. Wall; R.S. MacKay;
P.G. Dixon; H.G. Dales; W.A. Hodges; J.F. Toland.

S. Brenner, C.T.C. Wall (1992-97);
A.C. Sharp (Executive Editor, 1974-).

P.J. Bushell, R A Fenn (1994-99);
E.C. Wiegold (Executive Editor, 1992-).

RJ. Archbold, J R Hubbuck (1995-2000);
A. Cadle (Executive Editor, 1990-).

R.S. MacKay (LMS, 1993-97);
I. Procaccia (IOPPL, 1992-98).

H.G.Dales (1988-98), P.M. Neumann(1994-98).

J.H. Coates (1994-99), S.K. Donaldson (1989-98),
A.J.Macintyre (1995-99), S.J. Patterson (1989-97)

J.W.S. Cassels (1983-99).

G.R. Allan, P.M. Cohn, N.J. Hitchin,
J.M.E. Hyland, C.B. Thomas(to 1999).

C.M.Series (1990-99).

P. Diaconis, E.G. Rees, S.J. van Strien,

D. Testerman(to 1999).

J.J. Gray (LMSjoint Editor, 1989-98).

S.J. Patterson (LMSjoint Adviser, 1989-97),

D.H.Fowler (LMSjoint Adviser, 1991-96).

S.M. Oakes, A.R. Pears.

P.G. Dixon (1995-2000).

A.R.Pears (1995-2000).

E.J.F. Primrose (1986-97),

D.L. Johnson (Deputy, 1989-97).

G.G. Gould (1994-99).

D.L. Johnson (1994-99).

L.W. Longdon (LMSjoint Editor, 1973-).

S. Brenner, C.T.C. Wall (1992-97).

J.M.Ball (Chairman), D.J.H. Garling,
A.O. Morris (Treasurer),
E.C. Lance (Secretary and Publications Manager).

S.M. Oakes.
E.C. Lance

Publications Secretary
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DIARY
Thediary lists Society meetings andothereventspublicized in previousissues of the Newsletter. For further
information,refer to the figure in brackets, whichis a cross reference to the LMS Newsletter number.

MARCH 1997
3 North British Functional Analysis Seminar,
University of Leeds (245)
14 Edinburgh Mathematical Society Meeting,
Stirling (241)
14 Sylvester Centenary Meeting, University
College, London (244)
15 Sylvester Centenary Meeting, New College,
Oxford (244) (246)
18-21 Nonlinear Dynamics and Spectra of
Molecules Workshop, Warwick University (243)
20 James Joseph Sylvester - Mathematician and
Poet, Lecture given by P. Cohn, University Col-
lege London (246)
22 South of England Computational and Al-
gebraic Number Theory Seminar, Royal Hol-
loway College, Surrey (246)

APRIL 1997
1-5 Computational Methods for Representa-
tions of Groups and Algebras Euroconference,
Essen, Germany (246)
1-11 Stochastic Partial Differential Equations In-
structional Meeting, ICMS, Edinburgh (244)
2-4 British Topology Meeting, Mathematical
Institute, Oxford (244)
4 39th British Theoretical Mechanics Collo-
quium, Edinburgh (244)
7-11 Models and Algorithms for Planning and
Scheduling Problems Workshop, Queen’s Col-
lege, Cambridge (242)
7-12 Modular Representation Theory in the
Non-Defining Characteristic Workshop, Isaac
NewtonInstitute, Cambridge (245)
8-11 Fractals in the Natural and Applied
Sciences, Denver, Colorado, USA (233)
11-14 Low-Dimensional Topology Conference,
Sussex University (242)
14-17 British Mathematical Colloquium, Royal
Holloway, Surrey (242)
14-18 LMS Invited Lectures, Birmingham
University, Professor J.L. Alperin (238)
17 Special Meeting Marking the Retirement of
Bill Morton, Computing Laboratory, Oxford
(244)
17-19 Postgraduate Combinatorics Conference,
Royal Holloway College, Surrey (245)

MAY 1997
2 Edinburgh Mathematical Society Meeting,
Aberdeen (241)

23-24 Two-day London Mathematical Society
Meeting, Liverpool
23-24 Groups in Galway Meeting, Galway (245)

JUNE 1997
2-20 Advanced School on Mathematical Models
of Systems Involving Phase Changes, ICMS,
Edinburgh (246)
2-28 Dirichlet Forms and their Applications
in Geometry and Stochastics Euroconference,
Crete, Greece (246)
6 Edinburgh Mathematical Society Meeting, St
Andrews(241)
20 LMS Meeting, London
23- 4 July Confinement, Duality and Non-
Perturbative Aspects of QCD Workshop,Isaac
NewtonInstitute, Cambridge (245)
26-28 Joint International Meeting in South
Africa, University of Pretoria, South Africa (244)
29-5 July Nonlinear Dispersive Waves: Theory
and Applications Euroconference, Crete, Greece
(246)
30-1 July Boundary Integral Methods Con-
ference, Leeds University (242)

JULY 1997
6-13 Logic Colloquium, Leeds University (244)
7-11 Harmonic Morphisms, Harmonic Maps and
Related Topics, Université de Bretagne Occiden-
tale, Brest, France (244)
7-11 British Combinatorial Conference, Queen
Mary & Westfield College (230) (245)
14-24 Pro-p Groups and Related Topics, LMS
Durham Symposium (245)
26-9 Aug Groups St Andrews 1997, Bath
University (244)
28-8 Aug Representation Theories and
Algebraic Geometry Seminar, Université de
Montréal, Canada (245)

AUGUST1997
24-29 15th IMACS World Congress 1997 on
Scientific Computation, Modelling and Applied
Mathematics, Berlin, Germany (243)

SEPTEMBER1997
8-12 Stochastic Modelling of Physical Systems
Workshop, Cambridge University (244)

OCTOBER1997
17-18 Two-Day London Mathematical Society
Meeting, London
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