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The London Mathematical Society elects Professor Akshay Venkatesh (Institute for 
Advanced Study, Princeton, USA) to Honorary Membership in 2026. Professor Venkatesh is 
a world leader in the Langlands programme, arithmetic geometry, and number theory. He 
is a universal mathematician distinguished by a unique combination of technical expertise 
and theoretical vision. 

Akshay Venkatesh is Robert and Luisa Fernholz Professor at the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton. He is one of the world leaders in the Langlands programme, arithmetic geometry, 
and number theory. He is especially distinguished for analytic and geometric technical 
expertise embedded in a firm theoretical command of the abstract and the concrete, all of 
which come together in a far-reaching vision that impacts a wide landscape of mathematics, 
including number theory, topology, and even quantum field theory. In a world of increasing 
specialisation, Professor Venkatesh has been acclaimed by many as one of the few genuine 
universalists who carry out original research in an astounding array of areas and contribute to 
important breakthroughs in all of them.  

As a continuation of his universalist vision, in recent years, Professor Venkatesh has publicly 
expressed support for the human dimension of mathematics, stepping back from its furious 
engagement with artificial intelligence, and initiated interaction between mathematics and the 
humanities, especially history and philosophy. 

Professor Venkatesh has received numerous honours for his work, the Salem Prize in 2007, the 
Sastra Ramanujan Prize in 2008, the InfoSys prize in 2017, the Ostrowski Prize in 2017, and the 
Field Medal in 2018 for his remarkable synthesis of analytic number theory, homogeneous 
dynamics, topology, and representation theory. To quote from the citation, 'He solved many 
longstanding problems by combining methods from seemingly unrelated areas, presented novel 
viewpoints on classical problems, and produced strikingly far-reaching conjectures.' 

Professor Venkatesh has strong ties to the UK scientific community, having been elected a 
foreign member of the Royal Society in 2019. Venkatesh was born in New Delhi and grew up in 
Australia, and he maintains strong ties to the Australian mathematical community. In addition 
to his mathematical prowess, he represents internationalism in mathematics in the most 
positive sense. 
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