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Student Placement 2012: LMS CATALOGUE REPORT
Alison Ray and Flora Thompson
LMS Catalogue
The LMS catalogue is a handwritten catalogue of the society’s collection of books, and is dated from 1891. The catalogue contains listings for 770 texts, and these are organized by author or category in alphabetical order, for example, the opening headings are: ‘Abel, N.H.’, ‘Academies’, Adams, J.C.’, ‘Airy, G.B.’, etc. Individual listings for texts contain information such as the title of the work, the date of publication, the place of publication, edition number, and volume number. The texts featured in the catalogue include books, academic journals, periodicals, pamphlets, and articles. The topics covered by these works include mathematics, physics, astronomy, engineering, and other scientific subjects.
Creating the database
We transcribed the LMS catalogue and inputted the information into the Microsoft Access system. As we went along, we searched for each entry in the UCL online catalogue and extracted the relevant information where available, such as; are the texts listed in the UCL catalogue, where are they located within UCL, are the texts marked as LMS, are there any notes accompanying the texts, and what condition they are in. We created 770 separate entries from the LMS catalogue, and found that 224 are listed in the UCL online catalogue, and the remaining 546 are not. We created various Excel spreadsheets illustrating what is held and where (please see spreadsheets).
Checking the LMS collection at UCL
We found that the texts were held in 3 locations within UCL; the Science Library, Stores, and Special Collections.

Science Library

Out of the 224 texts listed in the UCL online catalogue, 8 were initially thought to have been located at the UCL Science Library. However upon inspection we found that 2 were located in the Science library, 1 was lost, 1 was located in Special Collections and the other 4 were in Stores. The main purpose of our visit was to check the location of texts and to see if the texts contained an LMS stamp. Please see table 1 for further findings, including book locations, missing books and the presence of LMS stamps.
Stores
Out of the 224 texts listed in the UCL online catalogue, we have found that 51 are located in Stores, and 2 texts that were thought to be in Stores, are actually held in Special Collections; Moon, R. Fresnel and his Followers, and Routh, E.J. Analytical View of Sir Isaac Newton’s Principia.
The main purpose of our visit was to check the location of texts and to see if the texts contained an LMS stamp. We did find that one of the texts named Proceedings of the London Mathematical Society unexpectedly did not contain an LMS stamp. Please see table 2 for further findings on the Stores items.
Special Collections

As stated on the UCL Special Collections website, the London Mathematical Society Rare Books Collection holds approximately 7000 volumes (accurate as of March 2007), including monographs, tracts, and over 250 sets of periodicals. The separate collection of c.300 volumes of earlier material, mainly 1701 to 1850, and known as LMS Sources is housed with Special Collections. 

Out of the 224 texts listed in the UCL online catalogue, 169 are said to be in special collections. 
Due to the temporary location of the UCL Special Collections at The National Archives, we initially requested an appointment to view the texts, however a member of the team organized for the material to be delivered to UCL for us to view there. The material they presented to us consisted of 4 crates containing 116 texts, however there is an additional crate containing 23 texts which they cannot currently locate.
The collection is named ‘LMS Rare’ and there is only a record of the number of books in the collections and a location number, however they are not catalogued and there is no information available regarding the contents of the collection (author, book title etc). We thus searched through 50% of the material in order to determine the contents of the collection and if the LMS stamp was present. We found that only 7 of the books from the LMS Rare collection are actually catalogued in the UCL online catalogue. Moreover, these 7 books are not marked as LMS in the online catalogue however the LMS stamp present in all 7 of them. Please see table 4 for full findings.
We believe that the majority of the LMS Rare collection is made up of texts acquired later that those found in the LMS 19th Century catalogue.
Texts not in the UCL online catalogue/checking card catalogue
Out of the 770 texts from the LMS catalogue, we found that 546 are not listed in the UCL online catalogue. From these, we aimed to take a 5% cross section and checked them against the UCL card catalogue located in the Science Library. We found that the card catalogue contained texts that were both listed in the UCL online catalogue as well as those that were not, please see table 3 for further findings.
Issues faced
LMS Nineteenth Century Paper Catalogue
We initially believed that the strikethrough of numerous entries throughout the catalogue was to indicate a possible disposal of the text. However, we found that many texts were indeed present in the UCL online catalogue. Therefore, we believe that it is more likely that these strikethroughs indicate the physical relocation of the texts within the collection. This is supported by the presence of possible shelf numbers beside each strikethrough.

Microsoft Access Database

At the beginning of the project, we came across some minor technical issues which hindered the cataloguing process. Within the Microsoft Access Database we were unable to select certain tick box options (‘located at UCL’ and ‘marked as LMS’) without it being applied to every individual record. However, Elizabeth was able to rectify this when consulted.
UCL Online catalogue
We found that a number of entries were false, inaccurate and did not reflect the true location of the texts. For example, the Lubbock book ‘On Probability’ (1848) was originally listed as being located in the Science Library. However we found that this was not the case, and upon consultation with library staff, we discovered that the text was actually held in Special Collections. The online record was false and this was rectified by Ruth Russell at UCL. Additionally, we were unable to locate another text; Love ‘A treatise on the mathematical theory of elasticity’ (1892). UCL staff were unable to locate this and it is currently listed as lost.

UCL card catalogue

We viewed the LMS card catalogue kept by the LMS librarian at UCL. We found it to be rather confusing since the relationship between the online catalogue and the card catalogue is unclear. It is possible that some entries have been digitized and the card entry then disposed of, however this is not the case with every entry. We found there to be no system for determining which catalogue (online or card) is to be consulted and which is the most up to date.

Special Collections
Given that the UCL Special Collections items are currently temporarily held at The National Archives, we had to make arrangements with staff to view items two weeks in advance. When the Special Collections team began to arrange this visit, several issues came to light that were previously unknown. First, they discovered that the LMS Special Collections items were not properly catalogued, and one crate of books is currently recorded as missing. They have on their records as holding 139 books in separate crates, the crate missing containing books numbered 1-23. When we viewed the crates, as previously mentioned, we found that only a small proportion of texts listed in the UCL online catalogue were present in the collection. We were also unable to determine the full contents of the collection given time constraints and the lack of a catalogue of the LMS Rare collection.
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Appendix

  Table 1

	Item Author/Title/Ref. ID
	Marked as LMS on UCL online catalogue
	LMS Stamp present in Item
	Result

	Darboux: Leçons theorie surfaces (231)
	No
	Yes
	Located in Stores (see table 2)

	Frost: Solid Geometry (314)
	No
	No
	Located in Science Library

	Acta Mathematica (418)
	Yes
	No
	Located in Stores (see table 2)

	Annals of Mathematics (421)
	Yes 
	No
	Located in Stores (see table 2)

	Nieuw archief (450)
	Yes
	No
	Located in Stores (see table 2)

	Lamb: Hydrodynamics (483)
	No
	Yes
	Located in Science Library

	Love: Treatise Theory Elasticity (511)
	No
	Unknown
	Lost

	Lubbock: On Probability (642)
	No
	Unknown
	Located in Special Collections


Table 2

	Item Author/Title/Ref. ID
	Marked as LMS on UCL online catalogue
	LMS Stamp present in Item

	Cayley: Collected Mathematical Papers (171)
	No
	Yes

	Clebsch: Vorlesungen Geometrie (195)
	No
	No

	Forsyth: Theory of Functions (304)
	No
	Yes

	Fourier: Oeuvres Vol. 1 (309)
	No
	No

	Acta Mathematica (418)
	Yes
	No

	American Journal of Mathematics  (419)
	No
	No

	Annals of Mathematics (421)
	Yes
	No

	Archiv For Mathematik og Naturvidenskab (422)
	Yes
	Yes

	Archives Neerlandaises (424)
	No
	Yes

	Beiblatter (426)
	No
	No

	Bulletin Sciences (428)
	No
	No

	Giornale Mathematiche (433)
	No
	No

	American Journal of Mathematics (435)
	Yes
	No

	Jornal de Sciencias (436)
	No
	Yes

	Journal Imperial University Japan (437)
	No
	No

	Mathematische Annalen (442)
	No
	No

	Mathematical Questions and Solutions (446)
	No
	No

	Oxford Messenger (448)
	No
	Yes

	Nieuw Archief (450)
	Yes
	No

	Morrice: Lectures Ikosahederon (565)
	No
	No

	Revue Semestrielle (655)
	Yes
	No

	Smith: Collected Mathematical Papers (692)
	No
	Yes

	Taylor, C.: Geometry of Conics (714)
	No
	No

	Abel: Oeuvres Completes (1)
	No
	Yes

	Journal of the Institute of Actuaries (4)
	No
	No

	Mémoires de la Société (6)
	No
	No

	Bulletins de l'Académie (7)
	Yes
	No

	Sitzungsberichte (9)
	No
	No

	Edinburgh Proceedings (11)
	Yes
	No

	Cambridge Proceedings (12)
	Yes
	No

	Annales de l'École (13)
	No 
	Yes

	Dublin Proceedings (14)
	No
	No

	Bulletin France (16)
	Yes
	Yes

	Royal Irish Academy (20)
	No
	No

	Königlich Sächsischen (21)
	Yes
	No

	Jornal de sciencias (22)
	No 
	No

	LMS Proceedings (25)
	Yes
	No

	Rendiconto Accademia Napoli (31)
	Yes
	No

	Atti Accademia

Napoli (32)
	No
	No

	Circolo Palermo (33)
	Yes
	Yes

	Accademia Lincei (34)
	No
	No

	Accademia Lincei vol II (35)
	No
	No

	Königlichen Sächsischen (37)
	No
	No

	Sciences Toulouse (38)
	No
	Yes

	Prace matematyczno-fizyczne (41)
	Yes
	Yes

	Vierteljahrsschrift (42)
	Yes
	Yes

	Scientific Papers (153)
	No
	No

	Darboux: lecons surfaces (231)
	No
	Yes


Table 3

	Item Author/Title
	Listed in UCL online catalogue
	Listed in UCL card catalogue

	Physical Society of London: Proceedings vol. 1 (26)
	No
	No

	Airy: On Encke’s Comet (47)
	Yes
	No

	Airy: A New Method of Computing (50)
	No
	No

	Airy: Tides and Waves (54)
	Yes
	No

	Ampère: Théorie des Phenomènes (56)
	Yes
	No

	Casorati: Teorica delle Funzione (143)
	Yes
	No

	Casorati: Le Proprieti Cardinali (144)
	No
	No

	Casorati: Various Papers (145)
	No
	No

	Cauchy: Exercices de Mathématiques (159)
	Yes
	No

	Cauchy: l’Application du Calcul (167)
	Yes
	No

	Cauchy: Sur les Rapports (170)
	No
	No

	Cayley: Collected Papers (171)
	Yes
	No

	Cayley: Elliptic Function (173)
	Yes
	No

	Cayley: On Hansen’s Lunar Theory (174)
	No
	No

	Fourier: Oeuvres (309)
	Yes
	Yes

	Fourier: Analyse des Équations (310)
	Yes
	No

	Germain: Sur la Théorie (324)
	Yes
	No

	Germain: Sur la Nature (325)
	No
	No

	Glaisher: Factor Tables (332)
	No
	No

	Hamilton: Lectures on Quaternions (371)
	Yes
	No

	Hamilton: On Systems of Rays (373)
	No
	No

	Hansen: Ueber die Gegenseitigen (380)
	No
	No

	Hansen: Fundamenta Nova Investigationis (381)
	Yes
	No

	Herschel: Manual of Scientific Enquiry (393)
	Yes
	No

	Herschel: Sound (394)
	No
	No

	Lagrange: Mécanique Analytique (472)
	Yes
	Yes

	Lagrange: Lécons sur le Calcul (473)
	Yes
	Yes

	Lagrange: Théorie des Functions (474)
	No
	No

	Lagrange: Traité de la Résolution (476)
	Yes
	No

	Lagrange: see above, 1826 ed. (477)
	No
	Yes


Table 4

	Item Author/Title/Ref. ID
	Marked as LMS on UCL online catalogue
	LMS Stamp present in Item

	Cayley: An elementary treatise on elliptic functions (173)
	No
	Yes

	Delambre: Histoire de l’Astronomie Ancienne (234)
	No
	Yes

	Delambre: Histoire de l’Astronomie du Moyen Age (235)
	No
	Yes

	Delambre: Histoire de l’Astronomie au dix-huitième Siècle (236)
	No
	Yes

	De Morgan: Trigonometry and Double Algebra (248)
	No
	Yes

	Dupin: Développements de géométrie (271)
	No
	Yes

	Gauss: Theoria Motus Corporum Coelestium (320)
	No
	Yes
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